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Synopsis

"The text is state-of-the-art in its analysis of health disparities from both domestic and international
perspectives. Minority Populations and Health: An Introduction to Health Disparities in the United
States is a welcome addition to the field because it widens access to the complex issues underlying
the health disparities problem. "-- Preventing Chronic Disease/CDC, October 2005 "This is a very
comprehensive, evidence-based book dealing with the health disparities that plague the United
States. This is a welcome and valuable addition to the field of health care for minority groups in the
United States."-- Doody’s Publishers Bulletin, August 2005 "Health isna ™t color-blind. Racial
minorities disproportionately suffer from some diseases, but experts say race alone doesna ™t
completely account for the disparities. Newsweek’s Jennifer Barrett Ozols spoke with Thomas
LaVeist, director of the Center for Health Disparities Solutions at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School
of Public Health and author of the upcoming book, "Minority Populations and Health: An Introduction
to Health Disparities in the U.S." (Jossey-Bass) about race and medicine. "-- MSNBC/Newsweek
interview with author Thomas L. LaVeist, February 2005 "The book is readable and organized to be
quickly read with specifics readily retrievable. It is comprehensive and visual."-- Journal of the
American Medical Association, September 2005 Minority Populations and Health is a textbook that
offers a complete foundation in the core issues and theoretical frameworks for the development of
policy and interventions to address race disparities in health-related outcomes. This book covers
U.S. health and social policy, the role of race and ethnicity in health research, social factors
contributing to mortality, longevity and life expectancy, quantitative and demographic analysis and
access, and utilization of health services. Instructors material available at

http://www.minorityhealth.com
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Customer Reviews

| bought this text for an online class over minority health. Nearly all of the information for the class
came from the book, so | read it cover to cover. | am a senior, so | have gone through many
textbooks during my studies. This is the first textbook | am selling, for | do not think it is worth taking
up space on my bookshelves.The first chapter describes the need for writing this textbook. LaVeist
mentions that before this book minority health disparities was taught by reading individual studies.
After reading this book | wish it was still taught that way.The majority of this book is definitions
directly quoted from their source and half-page charts whose data is restated in the text. When the
author defines a word, he often chooses to present multiple definitions to the same word to illustrate
the idea that there is no consensus definition; the first time he does this makes the point; all other
times is just filler to make the text more than a 50-page report. The data presented in the charts
often conflicts with the data presented in the body of the text; beware if this is your main source of
information for a class, for you will not know which is correct. There are also contradictions from
paragraph to paragraph and chapter to chapter in the second half of the book, but if you read it
carefully you can figure out which is most likely correct.Several of the studies in the text cite LaVeist
as the source. You can look at this one of two ways: any credible textbook author will not use their
own research as primary sources in their book, or the author actually does research in the topic of
minority health and therefore is better suited to write a textbook. I'll let you decide which you believe,

but | personally believe the former.
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